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[bookmark: _yui7xc5xyvde]EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _q9roo4nzfl5k]Preserving the Voices of Those Who Lived History
Over the course of its practice in Maryland, the Law Offices of Gabriel J. Christian & Associates, LLC has represented thousands of people from the United States, the West Indies, Africa, and elsewhere. Among them have been men and women whose lives intersected, sometimes unexpectedly, with some of the great historical events of the twentieth century.
Our clients and associates have included persons whose experiences touched upon World War II; the American Civil Rights Movement; the Cuban Revolution; the independence movements of the Caribbean; the African liberation struggle; the American space and moon program; and the Grenada Revolution of 1979–1983. Many came to our law office seeking assistance with the ordinary problems of life—a family matter, an immigration problem, a landlord-tenant dispute, an estate, or another legal concern. Yet, in conversation, it sometimes became apparent that the person sitting across the desk was also a witness to history.
Whenever circumstances permitted, I attempted to preserve some of those recollections on audio or video. These recordings were never intended to substitute for the work of professional historians, archival records, or documentary evidence. Rather, they preserved something equally valuable: the living voice of the participant or eyewitness—what he or she saw, believed, feared, remembered, and understood at a particular moment in time.
Among those whose recollections I was fortunate to preserve was the late Dame Mary Eugenia Charles, former Prime Minister of Dominica, who played a consequential role in the Caribbean response to the Grenada crisis of October 1983.
The following interview arose in a much more unexpected fashion.
On April 21, 1998, Raymond Anthony Noel, a native of Happy Hill, St. George’s, Grenada, visited our Bowie, Maryland office concerning a landlord-tenant matter. During our conversation, I discovered that Mr. Noel had been present at Fort George on October 19, 1983, when the internal struggle within the Grenadian Revolution culminated in gunfire, the seizure of the fort, and the deaths of Prime Minister Maurice Bishop and several of his closest associates.
Mr. Noel was not relating something he had read in a book. He had been there.
He described standing among the crowd at Fort George, hearing the first explosions and gunfire, seeing armored vehicles enter the area, fleeing for his life, and ultimately jumping from the fortification wall to escape the shooting. Six days later, he witnessed aspects of the United States-led military intervention of October 25, 1983, from near his home.
What follows is his account.
This transcript has been lightly edited for clarity, grammar, continuity, and readability. Repetitions, false starts, and unnecessary verbal fillers have been removed. Where the recording remains unclear, the notation [inaudible] has been retained. Statements concerning motives, responsibility for particular events, and the conduct or character of individuals represent Mr. Noel’s recollections and opinions as expressed in 1998 and should be understood as oral-history testimony rather than independent findings of historical fact.
— Gabriel J. Christian, Esq.

[bookmark: _3owsgmy5hacs]I. GROWING UP IN GRENADA
Gabriel Christian:
 Today is April 21, 1998. I am here with Raymond Anthony Noel of St. George’s, Grenada, a Grenadian client who came to our law office in Bowie, Maryland, concerning a landlord-tenant matter.
During our conversation, I learned, to my great surprise, that he had actually been at Fort George on October 19, 1983, when the Grenadian Revolution collapsed amid the internal conflict between factions of the revolutionary government.
Mr. Noel, would you give us your full name for the record?
Raymond Anthony Noel:
 Raymond Anthony Noel.
Christian:
 How old are you?
Noel:
 Thirty-eight.
Christian:
 Where were you born?
Noel:
 Happy Hill, St. George’s, Grenada.
Christian:
 Is that a suburb of St. George’s?
Noel:
 Yes.
Christian:
 Where did you go to school?
Noel:
 I went to school in Happy Hill and St. George’s. I later attended evening classes and also went to the Technical and Vocational Institute.
Christian:
 What did you study there?
Noel:
 Refrigeration and air conditioning.

[bookmark: _lwm6z5bsrjgx]II. MARCH 13, 1979 — THE REVOLUTION BEGINS
Christian:
 Where were you when the Grenadian Revolution took place on March 13, 1979?
Noel:
 I was on my way to school.
Christian:
 How old were you?
Noel:
 Nineteen.
Christian:
 Did you take part in the Revolution?
Noel:
 No. I did not really know what had happened until it was almost over. By the next day we understood that there had been a revolution.
Christian:
 Were you a member of the New JEWEL Movement?
Noel:
 No. I was young at the time.
Christian:
 What did your parents do?
Noel:
 My father was a mason, and my mother was one of the best seamstresses in Grenada.

[bookmark: _wlkixs39x2xn]III. THE EARLY YEARS OF THE REVOLUTION
Christian:
 What happened after the Revolution?
Noel:
 It was surprising to many of us because we did not know about the plan beforehand. Afterward, people realized that it had happened and that we had to deal with the new situation.
There were several areas where I believe Grenada made significant progress.
One was education. We had the Centre for Popular Education, or CPE. It tried to educate older people who had not had the opportunity to receive much schooling when they were young.
People responded to it. They were interested in learning.
Sports also developed. Culture developed. There were efforts in several areas to get people involved and moving forward.

[bookmark: _hl3oj9b39h17]IV. THE CUBANS AND THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Christian:
 Tell me about the role of the Cubans.
Noel:
 The Cubans came to assist in building the international airport.
That was a tremendous amount of work. They worked very hard—sometimes seven days a week—trying to get that airport built. That was the main reason many of them were in Grenada.
Christian:
 How did they get along with Grenadians?
Noel:
 Overall, fairly well. Nothing is perfect. There were occasional problems, sometimes involving drinking or women, but generally the relationship was okay.
Christian:
 What about Grenadians who were given opportunities to study in Cuba?
Noel:
 There were many opportunities.
I had an opportunity to go myself, but I did not go. As a young man I had heard so many negative things about Cuba that I was afraid to go. Instead, I came to the United States.
Sometimes I sit down and wonder whether that was the best decision.
You come to America thinking you can simply go straight to school, but then you discover the expense, the requirements, the paperwork, and all the other responsibilities you have to meet.
I have friends who went to Cuba, received their education, and did very well.
Christian:
 Can you name some?
Noel:
 One was Malachi Dalton, better known as Mali. Another was Vincent Williams, who we called Daniel.
One studied in agriculture, although I cannot remember his precise specialty. The other studied something related to management.
There were also doctors and other professionals who received their training in Cuba.

[bookmark: _aiq7switfd7h]V. THE CONTRADICTIONS OF THE REVOLUTION
Christian:
 What problems did you see under the Revolution?
Noel:
 One problem was weapons and power.
A lot of young people had access to arms and ammunition. Sometimes when people get that kind of power, especially young people, arrogance comes in.
There were people who used their revolutionary position to settle old personal differences. Two people might have had a disagreement before the Revolution, and afterward one of them might be in the PRA and use his authority against the other person.
Christian:
 What does PRA mean?
Noel:
 People’s Revolutionary Army.
Some people abused that authority.
Christian:
 Was there a problem with religion?
Noel:
 Not that I knew of. People were free to attend church. I do not remember having a problem with religion during that period.
Christian:
 Did the Revolution increase class prejudice or caste distinctions?
Noel:
 I thought it did almost the opposite.
People mixed more freely. Everybody felt that they were part of something together. That is one reason you would sometimes hear Grenadians say afterward that the country needed “another dose of the Revolution.”
There was a sense that everybody was on the same level.

[bookmark: _jdua1gugrzfg]VI. MAURICE BISHOP, BERNARD COARD AND THE INTERNAL SPLIT
Christian:
 What do you believe led to the dispute between Bernard Coard and Prime Minister Maurice Bishop?
Noel:
 My impression was that Bernard Coard and others wanted Grenada to move toward a much stricter communist system.
I did not think Bishop wanted to go that far. Bishop seemed more flexible.
There were disagreements within the Central Committee, and eventually the differences became serious.
Christian:
 How popular was Maurice Bishop?
Noel:
 Extremely popular.
Grenada had around 110,000 people, and if you asked me, Bishop had 109,500 of them.
Christian:
 You mean he was loved?
Noel:
 Yes. By almost everybody.
He was very charismatic. He could speak to people. People identified with him.

[bookmark: _k36mw5konprv]VII. THE CRISIS OF OCTOBER 1983
Christian:
 When did you first realize that something had gone seriously wrong inside the Revolution?
Noel:
 A few days before October 19.
Maurice Bishop had traveled overseas, including to the United States. There were disagreements after he returned. A Central Committee meeting took place.
Then Bishop was placed under house arrest, along with Jacqueline Creft.
Christian:
 How did the public react?
Noel:
 At first people were quiet because nobody knew exactly what was happening.
The Revolution was secretive. Information did not always come out clearly.
After a few days people wanted to know the truth. Then people began taking action.
The schoolchildren from St. Andrew’s played an important role.
Christian:
 Why St. Andrew’s?
Noel:
 People from St. Andrew’s had a reputation for being tough. They felt that the people in St. George’s were being too meek.
They came down demanding that the Prime Minister be released.

[bookmark: _1an9bpiptk7w]VIII. BISHOP IS FREED
Noel:
 The crowd went to the place where Bishop was being held at Mount Wheldale.
There were guards and security around the house, but the crowd broke through. Gates and fences came down.
They got Bishop out.
He appeared weak. The story at the time was that he had been afraid to eat because he feared being poisoned and had mostly been drinking water.
Christian:
 What were you doing?
Noel:
 At that time I was working as an educator.
We were responsible for children, so we could not simply leave immediately. We kept getting information.
Around eleven o’clock we discussed what was happening and decided to close the school.
Then we went into St. George’s.

[bookmark: _j0m1tz57ezur]IX. THE MARCH TO FORT GEORGE
Noel:
 When I reached town, I went first toward the telephone department.
Some friends said they wanted to communicate to the outside world that the Prime Minister had been released.
From the telephone company, you could look toward Fort George.
We saw hundreds of people there.
So we decided to walk up to the fort.
By around 1:30 in the afternoon, the area was packed. There were hundreds of people.
Bishop was inside. I understood that a nurse was treating him and giving him glucose or something similar because he was weak.
Meanwhile, thousands of people were waiting in the Market Square below.
A microphone had been set up. Everybody was waiting to hear Bishop speak.

[bookmark: _fz3sb34x0y60]X. “ALL I HEARD WAS BOOM”
Noel:
 Shortly after two o’clock, I was standing there.
All of a sudden I heard:
“Boom!”
There was a pause.
Then another:
“Boom!”
Everybody started looking around.
Then we saw two armored vehicles coming up.
At first people did not understand what was happening.
Then the vehicles came crashing through the crowd.
That was when I knew this was serious.
And then the shooting started.
Pop-pop-pop-pop-pop-pop-pop.
Gunfire everywhere.
Someone shouted something suggesting that the ammunition was blank.
For a moment I stood there.
Then I said to myself: No. I am going to run.

[bookmark: _gtz8qxu1e50f]XI. ESCAPE FROM THE FORT
Noel:
 I hid behind a truck for a couple of minutes.
I started thinking about death. I thought I was going to be killed.
Then I told myself I was not going to stay there and simply wait to die.
I headed for the wall.
There were hundreds of people, especially schoolchildren, near that wall. Many were frightened to jump because the drop was very high.
But I decided that I would rather take my chances jumping than stand there and be shot.
I climbed up.
When I went over, I was fortunate. Instead of falling directly to the ground, I fell into a tree that was growing from the wall.
That tree broke my fall.
That is probably what kept me alive.
Christian:
 You were right at the fort itself?
Noel:
 Yes. Right there.

[bookmark: _uypiu3z62ixk]XII. THE GUNFIRE AND THE DEATH OF THE REVOLUTION
Christian:
 Before you jumped, did you see anyone shooting?
Noel:
 Yes. I clearly remember one person. I knew him as Lucky Barag’s son. He had weapons and was firing.
I did not see everyone who was firing.
Christian:
 Were those forces supporting Bishop?
Noel:
 No. They had come from the other military position.
Later I heard that there had even been discussion of firing upon Fort George from Fort Frederick, but that the hospital was too close and might have been hit.
That is what I learned afterward.
Christian:
 What happened after you jumped?
Noel:
 I ran.
There was fencing with protective wire. I cut my leg trying to get over it.
I was frightened to take the most direct route because the shooting was still going on.
I could still hear:
Rat-tat-tat-tat-tat.
There was smoke around the fort.
Eventually I got away from the city and reached the area where I lived, about three miles away.
Later, listening to the radio, we heard that Bishop had been killed.

[bookmark: _vx06a0vukykf]XIII. “EVERYBODY WAS NUMB”
Christian:
 How did people react when they learned Bishop was dead?
Noel:
 Everybody was numb.
People could not believe what had happened.
Then the Minister of Defence announced that Bishop had been killed and imposed a twenty-four-hour curfew.
We had to remain inside.
The authorities tried to recruit people to defend the Revolution. But most ordinary Grenadians had supported Bishop.
After Bishop was dead, people were asking:
Who are we fighting for now? What are we fighting for?
Many people refused to support the PRA after that.

[bookmark: _5vl1cw7vyc8b]XIV. OCTOBER 25, 1983 — THE U.S.-CARIBBEAN INTERVENTION
Christian:
 When did you realize that the United States was intervening?
Noel:
 Very early in the morning.
I was asleep when I heard unusual sounds outside. Because there was a curfew, anything moving at that hour seemed suspicious.
As daylight came, I looked through the curtain and saw activity in the sky.
Then we saw a large aircraft circling.
The radio was calling on people to pick up arms and defend the country.
I lived close to an important transmitting station that had been built during the Revolution for international communications.
It was perhaps half a mile from my home.
That made the area strategically important.
Around seven o’clock in the morning we saw helicopters coming down from the hills.
There was gunfire.
American soldiers came into the area.

[bookmark: _2fr2p35i4qr0]XV. FIGHTING NEAR THE TRANSMITTING STATION
Noel:
 The helicopters landed and troops came out.
Later the Grenadian Army arrived with armored vehicles and began firing toward the building.
We saw some Americans running away from the immediate position, although we did not know where they went.
Later Grenadian forces temporarily regained the area.
Then, during the night, a naval vessel offshore fired toward the position.
It went on for a long time.
A couple of days later I saw the bodies of five Grenadian soldiers.
They were lying face down.
Christian:
 Did you see dead American soldiers?
Noel:
 No.
Christian:
 Did you see American helicopters shot down?
Noel:
 Not in my immediate area. I heard about helicopters being hit elsewhere, and I believe I saw one aircraft in difficulty near another area, but I cannot say exactly what happened to it.
Christian:
 Did the Grenadian Army fight?
Noel:
 Yes.
They fought that day and into the next period. I remember anti-aircraft fire.
They put up resistance.
But I think it would have been different if Maurice Bishop had still been alive.

[bookmark: _j7valj8qspdl]XVI. THE CUBANS AND THE CARIBBEAN FORCES
Christian:
 Did you personally see Cubans fighting?
Noel:
 Not to my knowledge. I cannot say that from what I personally saw.
Christian:
 Did you see soldiers from Dominica or other Caribbean countries?
Noel:
 Yes, afterward there were members of the Caribbean Peacekeeping Force—from Jamaica and other islands.
Christian:
 How did Grenadians receive them?
Noel:
 People treated them well.
Grenadians wanted something to happen after what had occurred. People would cook for the soldiers along the roadside.
They were generally welcomed.

[bookmark: _hhtnfq3twa78]XVII. THE CAPTURE OF THE COARDS
Noel:
 I remember being near Queen’s Park when Coard’s wife was captured.
There was a large helicopter nearby.
News traveled quickly, and hundreds of people began moving toward the area.
People were very angry.
Some wanted to take matters into their own hands.
The Americans removed the prisoners by helicopter and took them offshore.
I witnessed that.
Christian:
 How did people feel toward those believed responsible for Bishop’s death?
Noel:
 There was tremendous anger.
People were also distressed because the bodies of Bishop and several others were never returned to their families for proper burial.

[bookmark: _5241p22pmohp]XVIII. HOW MANY DIED AT FORT GEORGE?
Christian:
 Based on what you saw, how many people do you believe were killed around Fort George?
Noel:
 I cannot honestly give a number.
Nobody was killed in the Market Square itself because Bishop never got down there to address the crowd.
If the shooting had occurred in that marketplace, it could have been a massacre because there were thousands of people there.
At the fort there may have been three or four hundred people.
I was facing the gunfire only for a short time before I escaped.
Bullets were flying and debris was going everywhere.
I heard figures afterward, but I cannot personally say how many people were killed.

[bookmark: _lc8w0mkni4v9]XIX. HOW THE REVOLUTION SHOULD BE REMEMBERED
Christian:
 We are now almost fifteen years removed from those events. How do you believe the Grenada Revolution will be remembered?
Noel:
 It should first be remembered for some of the good things it did.
Education.
Scholarships.
Helping ordinary people believe they mattered.
Bringing people together.
Many Grenadian professionals received opportunities because of programs that developed during the revolutionary period.
But there was another side.
There were arms. There was aggression. There were abuses of power.
And eventually people were killed.
So the Revolution had its pluses and its minuses.
But many people still remembered the positive part because, for a time, ordinary people felt that the rich could not simply take advantage of the little man.
There was a feeling that everybody was on more equal terms.

[bookmark: _68lmfnkodhof]XX. MAURICE BISHOP
Christian:
 How will Maurice Bishop be remembered?
Noel:
 As a charismatic, well-spoken, likeable man.
People loved him.
He was a vibrant speaker. He knew how to get people's attention.
In many ways, Bishop was the Revolution.
I remember that Bishop could travel with only two or three people around him.
Coard seemed to have a much larger entourage and more security.
Christian:
 Did you believe Coard wanted power?
Noel:
 That was my impression. I thought power had gone to his head.

[bookmark: _ychxp3goq9cr]XXI. OTHER FIGURES OF THE REVOLUTION
Christian:
 What was your view of Leon Cornwall?
Noel:
 I knew Leon Cornwall from Teacher’s College. I had played football against him.
Later he became involved in the Revolution and served abroad, including in Cuba.
I knew him before the Revolution, but I did not have enough personal contact with him afterward to say much more.
Christian:
 Ewart Layne?
Noel:
 I did not know him personally.
Christian:
 Liam James?
Noel:
 I did not know him personally either.
Christian:
 Was there anyone else associated with the Revolution whom people found especially charismatic?
Noel:
 Unison Whiteman was well liked.
He could have remained outside Grenada when the crisis developed, but he returned. He ultimately died with Bishop.

[bookmark: _wznouc1wiifz]XXII. THE PEOPLE AT THE FORT WERE UNARMED
Noel:
 One thing that should be remembered is that ordinary people at the fort were not expecting to be attacked.
There had been people saying that the armory should be opened so they could defend themselves.
But Bishop was saying:
“No violence.”
He was trying to keep people calm.
Christian:
 So the crowd had no defense when the shooting began?
Noel:
 No.
Nothing.
Everybody had to run.
Never in our wildest dreams did we think Grenadian soldiers would come and fire upon the people.
From 1979, one of the claims of the Revolution had been that the guns would never be turned against the people.
But on October 19, that is what happened.

[bookmark: _3zuh7f6zzscz]XXIII. A MESSAGE FOR HISTORY
Christian:
 Mr. Noel, I am deeply moved by this testimony.
This is part of Caribbean history, and I intend to write about the Grenada Revolution.
Those events of 1983 grieved many of us throughout the Caribbean. When Maurice Bishop and the others were killed, we understood that our region had suffered a terrible loss.
What final words would you want to leave for history?
Noel:
 The Revolution happened, and it did a great deal for Grenada.
It opened our eyes.
As the older people would say, it put Grenada on the map.
People around the world suddenly knew where Grenada was.
Sometimes when I tell people in the United States that I am from Grenada, they immediately say, “That is the island the United States invaded.”
Maybe that is not the way we wanted people to learn about Grenada, but they learned about us.
Overall, there were good things.
And I have often wondered what Grenada would be like today if the Revolution had survived, especially after the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union.
It is impossible to know.
Grenada is progressing again—slowly but surely.

[bookmark: _qnv12dv7styg]XXIV. CUBA AFTER THE COLD WAR
Christian:
 Prime Minister Keith Mitchell visited Fidel Castro. Isn't that interesting?
Noel:
 Yes.
It is interesting because of all that happened before.
But I think cooperation is good.
Grenada can seek assistance from Cuba, and Grenadian students can continue to study there.
That is positive.

[bookmark: _ynymbmerxfk0]XXV. DAME MARY EUGENIA CHARLES AND THE CARIBBEAN RESPONSE
Christian:
 Before we conclude, what about Prime Minister Dame Mary Eugenia Charles of Dominica? She played an important role in supporting the intervention in Grenada.
What did you know of Miss Charles before the Revolution ended?
Noel:
 I knew she was a very stern woman. Very strong.
She was well educated and had studied in England.
I understood that she played an important role in what happened afterward.
From my perspective, I considered the intervention a rescue.
I thank her for the role she played.
I know that not everyone will agree with me, but I was there and I saw what was going on.
After the killings, the people were suffering. We were under a twenty-four-hour curfew. People did not know what was going to happen next.
So I believe she played an important role.
Tom Adams of Barbados also played an important role.
They may have had their political disagreements with Bishop before then, but the ultimate problem began inside the Revolution itself.
It came from within.

[bookmark: _ofsaxxu0b6hk]XXVI. “I CAME FOR A LEGAL CASE AND LEFT A PIECE OF HISTORY”
Christian:
 Mr. Noel, we will continue working on the legal matter that brought you into this office.
But through that case I have received something much more valuable—a friendship and a piece of Caribbean history.
Thank you very much.
Noel:
 No problem. Thank you very much.

[bookmark: _l223zr6a6059]SUPPLEMENTAL INTERVIEW
[bookmark: _ocfhx9xj6va]The Queen’s Park Bombing and Signs of an Earlier Internal Conflict
After the formal interview concluded, Mr. Noel and I resumed our conversation. He recalled another incident that he believed shed light upon tensions existing before the final crisis of October 1983.

[bookmark: _dqglkavqlgqb]XXVII. THE QUEEN’S PARK BOMBING
Christian:
 Mr. Noel, after we finished, you mentioned an earlier bombing incident. Tell us about it.
Noel:
 There was a major rally at Queen’s Park.
Trade union members, ministers, and many ordinary people were there.
It was a huge gathering.
The master of ceremonies was a man people called something like “Cacademo” [name uncertain].
He was a very effective speaker for the Revolution.
He used to joke that during the Gairy years he thought he suffered from rheumatism, but after the 1979 Revolution he suddenly felt better. Therefore, he said, he realized that what he had really been suffering from was “Gairy-ism,” not rheumatism.
He could make people laugh.

[bookmark: _cq82dabz39th]XXVIII. “BOOM!” AT QUEEN’S PARK
Noel:
 I believe the rally was on June 19.
I was at a friend's craft shop listening to the event on the radio.
The speaker was talking about Uriah Butler, the Grenadian-born labor leader who went to Trinidad and became a major figure in the oilfield workers' movement.
While we were listening, suddenly we heard a tremendous sound over the radio:
Boom!
Then screaming.
Shouting.
Confusion.
We did not know what had happened.
Later we learned that a bomb had exploded near the platform.
Three people were killed.
We were told that the bomb had apparently driven much of its force downward into the earth rather than directly upward. Had it exploded differently, many more people might have been killed.

[bookmark: _qr5j1airi3qv]XXIX. QUESTIONS THAT REMAINED
Noel:
 At the time, the government said enemies of the Revolution were trying to destabilize Grenada.
Many people accepted that.
But some people had private doubts.
You had to be careful about what you said during the Revolution.
Later, after everything that happened in 1983, people began looking backward and asking questions about earlier events.
Bernard Coard had not been at Queen’s Park when the bomb went off, while Bishop and other ministers had been there.
Some Grenadians later developed theories about whether the internal struggle within the party had begun much earlier than the public understood.
I cannot prove those theories. I can only tell you what people came to believe and discuss afterward.

[bookmark: _cwllpomra90p]XXX. STRAN PHILLIP
Christian:
 There was also a man named Stran Phillip who was later killed. What do you remember?
Noel:
 He was accused of involvement with the Queen’s Park bombing.
The security forces went to his house.
The official account was that he fired upon them.
There was heavy shooting, the house was badly damaged, and Phillip was killed.
There were people who did not believe he had actually been responsible for the bombing.
That episode remained controversial.

[bookmark: _a8bmd7rihvzv]XXXI. “LOOK FOR THE ENEMY WITHIN”
Christian:
 You also recalled statements by Kendrick Radix.
Noel:
 Radix was outspoken.
He would tell people exactly what he thought, and that sometimes made him unpopular inside the leadership.
There was a time when he warned Bishop in symbolic language that there was a “centipede” that had to be crushed.
He did not publicly name the person he meant, but afterward people interpreted those statements in light of what happened.
There was also a warning, as I remember it, that Bishop should not only look for enemies outside the Revolution but should look for enemies within.
When everything happened in 1983, people went back and remembered statements like that.
They began to realize that perhaps some people had understood that something was seriously wrong within the party long before the general public knew.
Christian:
 That is important because it suggests that the crisis did not suddenly begin with Bishop’s house arrest in October 1983. There may have been tensions inside the Revolution for some time.
Thank you for adding that to the record.
Noel:
 Thank you very much.
Christian:
 God bless you.

[bookmark: _bdtu2bzb2eyf]EPILOGUE
[bookmark: _3cw24pdq5di0]The Value of the Eyewitness
Raymond Anthony Noel entered our Bowie law office on April 21, 1998, because of an ordinary legal problem.
He left behind an extraordinary historical record.
His recollections do not answer every disputed question surrounding the Grenada Revolution, nor should oral testimony be expected to do so. Memories can be incomplete. Participants can reach different conclusions from the same events. Political passions can endure long after gunfire has ceased.
Yet eyewitness testimony possesses a value no official communiqué can reproduce.
Mr. Noel remembered the heat of the afternoon sun. He remembered the crowd waiting to hear Maurice Bishop. He remembered the first explosion. He remembered the armored vehicles. He remembered people initially believing—or hoping—that the gunfire was harmless. He remembered schoolchildren trapped against the walls of Fort George. He remembered deciding that jumping from the fort was preferable to remaining beneath the bullets. And he remembered the tree that broke his fall and, in his estimation, saved his life.
Most importantly, he remembered the disbelief.
Grenadians who had been told that the guns of their Revolution would never be turned upon the people suddenly found themselves running from those guns.
That contradiction lies at the heart of the tragedy of October 19, 1983.
Six days later, American and Caribbean forces entered Grenada, beginning another chapter that remains debated throughout the Caribbean to this day.
History ultimately belongs not only to presidents, prime ministers, generals, parties, armies, and governments.
It also belongs to the schoolteacher standing in the crowd.
To the worker listening to the radio.
To the frightened citizen hiding behind a truck.
And to the man who climbed over the wall of Fort George, fell through the branches of a tree, survived—and fifteen years later walked unexpectedly into a Maryland law office and told us what he remembered.
Gabriel J. Christian, Esq.
 Bowie, Maryland
 From the Oral History Archives of the Law Offices of Gabriel J. Christian & Associates, LLC

